DISCUSSION GUIDE ~ Mary R. Massey, Ed.D.

Jimmy is Nature SMART and has a great love and innate
understanding of nature. He is interested in animal
habitats, weather systems, and plant life. His interaction
with his friends is often times based on his naturalist
abilities and the conversations that immerge from playing
outdoors together.

Before reading the book, ask the question, “What is
nature?” Allow for a healthy discussion that includes
weather, plants, and animals, as well as their effect on us.

USING THE NATURALIST INTELLIGENCE TO HELP
STRENGTHEN ALL INTELLIGENCES

Take a nature walk. Give each student a
clipboard, pencil, and chart.
Instruct students to record all the sounds
they hear with check marks under each of
the following categories:
Mechanical, Human, Animal
Return to the classroom and compare charts.
Discuss the ramifications of what sounds
were heard the most and the least.

Design and construct a bluebird house
There are very specific instructions for building a
bluebird house. Specific dimensions, materials,
placement, design, etc. are listed on this site:
http://www.birdsandblooms.com/backyardprojects/diy-birdhouse/diy-birdhouse-bluebirds/
This project will require the use of several
different intelligences. Ask your students to name
the ones used.

Think about the plant
life you saw on your
nature walk. Show with
your body how the
plants moved when the
wind blew or
something/someone
touched them.

From the perspective of a plant,
animal, or weather system (rain,
tornado, blizzard, etc.) make “a
day in the life” entry in your
personal journal.
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Assign and draw a color and shape to 3 different weather
systems to represent their effect on the earth.

The SMART Parts series is
meant to provide children
with simple examples of
different strengths in
order to help them
understand intelligence is
fluid and expandable and
to encourage them to tap
into all of their
intelligences or “SMART
parts.” Rather than label
children, parents and
teachers are encouraged
to recognize their
strengths which is helpful
in identifying and
fortifying areas that can
be improved. Our
perception of young
children must be
dimensional, as we are all
continually experiencing
life and, therefore,
learning through our life
experiences. Children
come to us eager to love
and to learn. Our
response to them may
very well determine their
success at both.

